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however, for any sweeping change. Articles 9 and 10 deal with
the "elementary order'; the only mention of the Scuola del
Lavoro is this: 'The Labour School kindles the taste, interest,
and consciousness of manual work by way of practical exercises
organically co-ordinated with studies'; this means that the two
last years of the existing elementary schools are changed in name,
and that some exercises in manual work are to be introduced.
Great importance was assigned to the Artisan School in the
commentary to the School Charter presented by Bottai to the
Grand Council of Fascism; the tenth * declaration *, however,
does not point to any great difference between these schools and
the previously existing post-elementary schools, apart from the
fact that the cultural side is to be considered secondary in impor-
tance when compared with the productive manual work done in
the classes.
The great innovation, affecting school establishments on a
large scale, was the Scuola Media Unica. The fight round this
point had raged for half a century before Fascism. Three main
solutions were visualized by the competitors: (a) all children
having finished their elementary instruction in the five forms of
the primary schools should have access to a post-elementary
middle school lasting three or four years, after which there would
be a choice of higher instruction; (b) a post-elementary school of
a popular type should receive all the children who had no voca-
tion or possibility of continuing their studies, and one lower
secondary school should receive those who might continue their
instruction in higher establishments of different kinds; (c) side
by side with numerous popular schools equal or different ia type
for children between ten and fifteen, not aiming at continuing
their education, there should be many types of lower secondary
schools, each of them giving access to the various higher types
of schools. The last solution had been accepted by Gentile; he
went even further than his predecessors, in that he set up the
Lower Technical Institute, detaching it from the former Techni-
cal Schools. While the names of the lower secondary schools
were different, and they were established in the buildings where
the higher sections were seated, the instruction given in the
several types had been essentially the same, and if changes were
brought into the curricula the tendency to bring them to the
same standard was increasing. In fact, since Latin had become
the fundamental subject in the Lower Training Colleges and the
Lower Technical Institute, the minor differences in the auricula
of mathematics, history, modem languages, and the existence
of some special subject in the Lower Technical Institute or
Lower Training College did not justify the maintenance of three
p